
March 2011 –  
Building a Stronger Safety Net 

Scott Allard, a professor in the department of social ser-
vice administration at the University of Chicago, visited 
Highland Park to learn more about 
CFC and our constituent agencies.  
Allard’s research, “Strained Sub-
urbs: The Social Service Challenges 
of Rising Suburban Poverty”, 
found that the Great Recession 
has exacerbated the gap between 
demand and capacity in the sub-
urbs. Nonprofit social service pro-
viders have been increasingly 
asked to help rising numbers of 
low income families with tighter 
budgets and fewer resources.  Allard says, 
“Strengthening the nonprofit social service infrastruc-
ture in the suburbs can help communities alleviate the 
worst impacts of the current downturn and prevent fu-
ture increases in poverty”.  His research supports collab-
orative projects such as the CFC that co-locate services 
to make it easier for families to access a range of sup-
ports and to reach more people within existing program 
resource levels.   

Highlights of 2011 

Scott Allard in front of 
NSSD 112 Admin. Building 

June 2011 –  
Friends Fundraising Kick-Off Party 

Family and friends of the late Marisa L. Ness (1967-2006), 
gathered at the home of Diane and Glenn DeBell to hon-
or Marisa’s memory and begin efforts to raise $100,000 
to secure naming rights for the Parent Lounge at the CFC.  
During the event, a $20,000 matching gift was an-
nounced and additional gifts ranging from $100 to 10,000 
were pledged. Diane DeBell explained, “Marisa was an 
amazing woman who welcomed, encouraged, and sup-
ported countless families.  We want to find a way to 
make sure that the memory of her extraordinary life con-
tinues to impact our community.”  In her lifetime, Marisa 
Ness actively attended and supported Family Network, 
and her children attended the Highland Park Community 
Nursery School, two agencies that will be housed in the 
Community Family Center.  

May 2011 –  
Early Childhood Education: An Investment in 
Our Community 

Nationally-noted economist Arthur Rolnick visited High-
land Park.  At a luncheon with CFC organizers and poten-
tial project donors 
he explained why 
investing in quali-
ty early childhood 
education should 
be viewed as eco-
nomic develop-
ment, not just as 
education.  
“Economic re-
search strongly 
suggests that a 
key ingredient to 
economic growth 
is investment in human capital.  Studies show that    
communities can achieve an economic return of $17 for   
every $1 spent on early childhood education.” states 
Rolnick.  He continues, “These investments not only 
boost labor productivity, but also reduce costs to society, 
such as remedial education and crime.” 

Left to right, Brock LaMarca, Marc Berman, Jane 
Colman, Pam Feinberg, Arthur Rolnick, and Herb 
Wander visit Tri-Con Child Care Center 

October 2011-  
Donor Profile 

Brock C. LaMarca, a member of the CFC Board of Direc-
tors and the Campaign Steering Committee.   
Why should someone who doesn't have children care 
about CFC?  If you believe that children are our future, 
whether they are your children or not, countless need 
tons of help. Unless it is brought to your attention, it is 
entirely possible you could live here and never realize 
we have hundreds of disadvantaged families that need 
our help. The distance between the "haves" and the 
"have nots" is even greater here.  
What is the most important thing that the CFC agen-
cies do, and why? CFC agencies provide services to help 
families survive the stresses of life and gives their chil-
dren early childhood education. This benefits the fami-
lies and children of course, but this helps all of us. If we 
can keep these children in school, give them the ability 
to compete, and help them see the value of an educa-
tion, long-term this can only serve our community 
well...not to mention society. 
Why do you give to CFC?  The primary reason I give to 
the CFC is to get these programs out of the basement, 
(literally) and help expand their ability to serve the fam-
ilies and children that currently cannot be served due to 
the lack of space in the current subpar facilities. The 
good news is that these programs get high praise!  
Why does the Community Family Center project 
matter? I believe the beneficiaries of these quality pro-
grams are important to all of us and, as fortunate as 
many of us are, we need to pay attention to the needs 
of the not so fortunate right in our own backyard. Our 
future and our children are counting on it.     


